Recently Jyssum (1960, 1961) described the isolation from the human upper respiratory tract of a Pasteurella-like organism not previously recorded in the literature. They have named this organism 'Pasteurella haemolytica var. ureae'. They isolated it from three patients with rhinosinusitis and from one with ozaena. In three of these instances other organisms of recognized pathogenicity were also present. Two further isolations of this organism have also been reported by Omland and Henriksen (1961) .
One of us (D.M.J.) has isolated a number of strains of Pasteurella haemolytica var. ureae from routine sputum specimens. A detailed account of their bacteriology appears elsewhere (Jones, 1962) . When a newly described organism is isolated it is of interest to determine what part it plays in the disease process of the patients. We wish to record here the type of case in which we have found this organism. In view of the well-known difficulty in assessing the role of any organism in the pathology of chronic bronchitis or bronchiectasis we are aware of the hazards of drawing any conclusions from such a small series as this.
FREQUENCY
The organism has been isolated from about 1 % of routine sputum specimens examined, and we have found it to occur four or five times more frequently than Pasteurella septica in the same material.
BACTERIOLOGY
We have examined nearly 30 strains of P. haemolytica Received for publication 24 November 1961. var. ureae and they appear to form a homogeneous group, resembling each other closely. They are nonsporing, non-motile, Gram-negative rods, differing from P. septica in being larger, 0-5 to 0 7 ,u wide, and variable in length with a tendency to form short filaments. Most of the strains we have seen have been capsulated. The colonies on blood agar are mucoid and somewhat similar in size and appearance to those of P. septica. There is no true haemolysis of horse blood agar but some greening of the medium occurs after 48 hours' incubation. Glucose, maltose, fructose, sucrose, and mannitol are fermented promptly and produce acid only. No indole is produced. All strains are very strongly urease positive on Christensen's urea agar (Christensen, 1946 and from cases with exacerbations of chronic chest disease. Pasteurella septica has been encountered in association with chronic chest disease (Mulder, 1938; Bezjak and Mimica, 1952; Cawson and Talbot, 1955 
